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Race Mallers 

black lesbians is fluid and the boundaries are less policed pre­
cisely because black female sexuality in general is more devalued, 
hence more marginal in white and black America. 

The dominant myth of black female sexual prowes constitu tes 
black women a ' desirable sexual partners-yet the central role of 
the ideology of white female beauty attenuates the expected con­
clusion. Instead of black women being the most sought after "ob­
jects of sexual pleasure"-as in the case of black men-white 
women tend to occupy this "upgraded." that is. degraded, position 
primarily because white beauty plays a weightier role in sexual 
desirability for women in racist patriarchal America. The ideal of 
female beauty in this country puts a premium on lightness and 
softness mythically associated with white women and downplays 
the rich stylistic manners associated with black women. This op­
eration is not simply more racist to black women than that at work 
in relation 10 black men; it also is more devaluing of women in 
general than that at work in relation to men in general. This means 
that black women are subject to more multilayered bombardments 
of racist assaults than black men in addition to the sexist assaults 
they receive from black men. Needless to say, most black men­
especially professional ones--simply recycle this vulgar operation 
along the axis of lighter hues that results in darker black women 
bearing more of the brunt than their already devalued lighter 
sisters. The psychic bou ts with self-confidence. the existential 
agony over genuine desirability, and the social burden of bearing 
and usually nurturing black children under these circumstances 
breed ' a spiritual strength of black women unbeknownst to most 
black men and nearly all other Americans. 

As long as black sexuality remains a taboo subject, we cannot 
acknowledge, examine, or engage these tragic psychocultural facts 
of American life. Furthermore, our refusal to do so limits our ability 
to confront the overwhelming realities of the AIDS epidemic in 
America in general and in black America in particular. Although 
the dynamics of black male sexuality differ from those of black 
fema le sexuality, new stylistic options of self-image and resistance 
can be forged only when black women and men do so together. This 
is so not because all black people should be heterosexual or with 
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black partners, but rather because all black people-including 
black children of so-called "mixed" couples-are affected deeply 
by the prevailing myths of black sexuality. These myths are part of 
a wider network of white supremacist lies whose authority and 
legitimacy must be undermined. In the long run, there is simply 
no way out for all of us other than living out the truths we proclaim 
about genuine humane in teraction in our psychic and sexual lives . 
Only by living aga inst the grain can we keep alive the possibility 
that the visceral feelings about black bodies fed by racist myths 
and promoted by market-driven quests for stimulat ion do not for­
ever render us obsessed with sexuality and fearful of each other's 
humanity. 
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